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DIRECTOR HIRED FOR UM NATIVE AMERICAN STUDIES PROGRAM
MISSOULAA new director has been hired for The University of Montana’s Native American
Studies Program. Kathryn Shanley, an associate professor of English at Cornell University,
will assume her new duties in July.
Shanley will take over from interim Director Larry LaCounte, who has managed the
program since Nov. 24, 1997, when former Director Bonnie Heavy Runner died of cancer.
An enrolled member of the Nakota (Assiniboine) Tribe of Fort Peck Indian
Reservation, Shanley has definite ideas about what constitutes a strong Native American
studies program.
“The program should have a strong academic component, community outreach and
student-support services,” she said. “Such a strong three-pronged department often has a mix
that is different and broader than other departments on campus.”
Shanley’s areas of specialization and interest are Native American, American and Third
World literatures, as well as feminist theory and criticism. She has written two books that are
forthcoming this year from the University of Oklahoma Press titled “Only an Indian: Reading
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James Welch” and “American Indian Autobiography: A Source Book.” She also has
contributed to 14 other books and numerous journals and book reviews.
Shanley worked as a registered nurse from 1973 to 1980, before earning a degree in
English from Moorhead State University in 1980. She went on to receive her master’s degree
from the University of Michigan in 1982 and her doctorate in English Language and Literature
from the University of Michigan in 1987. Her dissertation was titled: “Only an Indian: The
Prose and Poetry of James Welch.”
Shanley worked as a lecturer at the University of Michigan and as an assistant professor
of English at the University of Washington, before joining Cornell as an assistant professor of
English in 1992. She was promoted to associate professor in 1996.
Desiring to return to her native Montana, Shanley began making inquiries about job
opportunities at UM two years ago. Her husband, David Moore, also has landed a job at UM,
in the English department. Moore is a specialist in 19th century American literature and Native
American literature, and Shanley said he will help enhance offerings in Native American
studies.
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